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Research Outline

Title: Is Creon Negative Figure or Neutral One?
Problem: This paper intends to investigate the image portrayed by the ancient rebel known as Creon who was Thebes’ ruler. 
Thesis: The conflict between Creon and Antigone, his niece who he imprisoned and left to starve to death reveals a negative side of the ancient rebel’s leadership such as his involvement in his sister’s death. 
Methodology: To gather pertinent information, the research will implement a historical methodology in the acquisition of data. The methodology will be implemented through investigating and interpreting the kind of powers possessed by Creon, the limits Creon’s power had, whether the ancient rebel should be appreciated or not in addition to conducting a comparison of function between Creon and Antigone.
Evidence: 
1. What Kinds Of Power Creon Showed 
In this particular segment, I will be analyzing the powers owned and executed by Creon within his kingdom, Thebes. He portrays the relevance of his power when he says, "Am I to rule this land by other judgment than my own?" Through such an utterance, it is very clear that Creon embraced an autocratic style of leadership where no other sentiments should be heard or adhered to apart from his own. 
2. What Are The Limits Of His Power

In this segment, I will major my analysis on the extents to which Creon was unable to execute his powers. Besides, it would be appropriate to engage in an assessment of how much suffering the character endured compared to his mistakes according to Griffiths when he asserts, “… and Kreon suffers beyond what his mistakes deserve”.(29)
3. Should We Appreciate Him Or Not 
Based on the information that will have been collected, this section will provide its readers with an insight into whether the image shown by the protagonist Creon is worth an appreciation or should this ancient rebel be demeaned. This means, should the findings prove Creon as a negative figure, then a recommendation of not appreciating him will be provided. 
4. Comparing Function Of Creon And Antigone
The character played by Creon the King of Thebes in the play Antigone will be compared to the character Antigone who is portrayed as the king’s defiant niece. The moment Creon decides to imprison his niece without food holding the thought that she would die of hunger, Antigone’s family raises an army through mutual enemies of Creon (Griffiths, 34). These two characters present the relevance of fighting wrong leadership which makes their analysis in this research relevant.
Articles/Books:
1. Antigone by Sophocles by Jane Montgomery Griffiths [Book]
The author of the book provides a detailed assessment of the play Antigone. Considering Creon is the main character alongside Antigone his niece, the two are mentioned extensively making them the center of discussion in the entire review. Even though the book has strained most of its focus on the ethical dimension of Creon’s leadership a lot of information can be acquired on the image the character portrayed (Griffiths, 29).  
2. Katyń (Directed by Andrej Wajda) [Movie]

This Polish movie provides an overview of Creon’s reign and how it brought about the war into his Kingdom, Thebes. The Red Army troops massacred numerous Polish police officers where Antigone had been imprisoned by his uncle King Creon. Creon’s leadership and lack of rumors to his niece led to her family seeking allies who brought war to Thebes in pursuit of freeing Antigone from prison where she was abandoned and locked up in a prison cell (Katyń). 
3. Unspeakable Histories by William Guynn. [Book]

In the book, unspeakable histories, the author highlights the differences between Oedipus and Creon during his reign in Thebes. This narrative is clearly grasped in the segment of Andrzej Wajda’s Katyn, which is the movie described above. In this segment the involvement of Oedipus who claims Creon is the intention of overthrowing him leading to Oedipus’ demand for Creon to be murdered as a way of protecting his throne (Guynn, 72). 
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